

Nation of Immigrants
A question commonly raised by the many critics. 
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America is sometimes referred to as a "nation of immigrants" because of its largely open-door policy toward accepting foreigners, pursuing their vision of the American Dream. Recently, there has been a clamor to close that door, arguing that rising number of  immigrants threaten American life by taking jobs from American workers, by using much-needed social services, and by eroding on the "American way of life." While these arguments may seem valid to many, they are overwhelmingly false, and more than likely confused with the subject of illegal immigration. 
A common argument among those opposing further immigration is that foreigners take U.S. jobs and cause and raise unemployment among the displaced American workers. That view was highlighted by a recent poll, according to which sixty-two percent of non-blacks and sixty-three percent of blacks agreed that "new immigrants take jobs away from American workers." However, the truth is that immigration does not exacerbate unemployment. Immigrants do take jobs but by rising levels of consumption they help to boost the demand for labor. 
Another widely-held belief among Americans against immigration is that foreigners "strain social service budgets." According to the same poll, sixty-two percent of non-blacks and fifty-nine percent of blacks agreed "immigrants use more than their fair share of government services, such as welfare, medical care, and food stamps." In actuality, most immigrants are young and healthy when they arrive, and therefore do not receive expensive Social Security. What people need to realize is that immigrants contribute more by taxes than they do by drawing out in welfare services. By putting more into the system than they take out, they are, in effect, raising the quality of life of those dependant of the social services. 
In a nutshell, the issue of immigration must be dealt with, not emotionally. Facts, figures, and statistics must be studied by both sides in order to reach a decision most beneficial to  the nation. The labor situation is improved by the new jobs created by immigrants, the social service funds bolstered by their tax payments, and the valuable technical skills and knowledge brought with them. These benefits far outweigh any negative effects and prove the value of immigrants as they pursue the American Dream in our "nation of immigrants". 
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Raise and Rise
The word raise means to lift or elevate. Rise means to move from a lower position to a higher position. It has the same meaning as to ascend. The past tense of rise is rose. (There is no such word as rised.)
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	He is raising the red ball.
With "raise", there is usually something lifting something else.

The blue ball is rising.
With "rise", the object ascends itself.




Remember, raise is not always about lifting — you can raise a question and raise children.
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